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 Aquarius- Some © shit-talking 
later in the week has the poten- 
tial to come back and blow up in 
your face. Even if it makes peo- 
ple laugh, even if it’s true, keep 
your negative thoughts about 
others to yourself this week. 


Pisces- The hard cold is almost 
over! Allow your mood to rise 
with the ever earlier sun, and 
fight through the depression 
that’s been hounding you with 
the force of so many January 
dandelions breaking through a 
summer sidewalk. 


Aries- Don't scoff at an invitation 
to do something spiritual or re- 
7 this week. Meditation and 
church may not seem like your 
thing, and they don't have to be, 
but that doesn’t mean there's 
nothing to be gained from a new 
experience. 


Taurus- If you open up and talk 
about your feelings with a friend 
yon don't consider to be particu- 

arly close, you'll create a bridge 
into a long lasting and mutually 
rewarding friendship. This is the 
week to tell your old stories to 
New ears. 
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Gemini- Be the baby floating 
down the river. Open yourself to 
new experiences and follow the 
tides. You stand to experience a 
pleasant and unexpected adven- 
ture. 


Cancer- Some strong, impul- 
sive feelings may cloud your 
longview this week. Try to keep 
things in perspective and re- 
member that you've felt this way 
before. Go outside. and enjoy the 
warm air on Wednesday; if will 
be very cold again all too soon. 


Leo- Take a back seat in an area 
where you are usually in control 
and see what other people bring 
to the table. You might find a 
way to move beyond recent de- 
lays if you listen toa friend’s ad- 
vice on Friday. 


Virgo- Take careful account 
of other people's. motives this 
week. Folks who may appear to 
be helpful can have an agenda of 
their own, and visa versa, people 
that don’t give you an easy time 
Pevabavs your best interest at 
eart. 


Libra- Be patient with your fam- ~ 
ily this week, and _try to find a 
moment to call someone that 
you may be neglecting. The here 
and now seems all important, 
but your family is timeless. Take 
a gamble on Saturday. 


Scorpio- Try asking for a favor or 
a freebie this week. People will 
remember all of the times that 
you've helped them and be glad 
that they can return the service. 
Find time to go over old photo- 
graphs or letters this week. 


Sagittarius- Don’t lose your 
head this week when_a discus- 
sion with an authority figure 
or boss doesn't go the way you 
want it to. Patience is a virtue 
you sometimes lack, but you 
Stand to lose a lot along with a 
temper if you don't keep cool. 


Capricorn- Be sensitive to the 
Des of a Sagittarius this week. 

hey’re going through a hard 
time and could really use some 
help, even_if they’re too shy to 
ask for it. Play up your-mysteri- 
ous side this week and see what 
happens. 
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Ask Hannah Wren 


Dear Hannah Wren, 


I've recently realized that I'm too stressed, and 
that | often am forced to act like I'm older than 
lam. Everything | do | worry about how it will 
affect my parents or 1 of my brothers, or what 
they'll think about it or if they'll be embar- 
rassed. | find it extremely challenging to “let 
go” and just have fun for this reason, and as a 
result | don't do anything for myself. | feel ex- 
tremely bad every day because | worry about 
this and don’t know how to be selfish, or be- 
cause | feel stupid for liking a certain band or 
show. Do you have any advice for me? | don’t 
think they mean to make me feel this way. And 
so you know, !am a female and ! am in 10th 
grade in Philadelphia and | have 2 brothers 
that are in 6th grade and 8th grade and my 
parents are not divorced. 


Thank You 
My dear, 


Thank you for writing. This is an important 
thought process you're having, and I’m so 
glad you've started it early. Believe me, there 
are plenty of folks who bob right along in 
the current of others’ expectations, not even 
noticing until inconveniently late that they 
never really asked themselves what they 
wanted. It sounds like you're already wary of 
that trap. Attagirl, as my dad would say. 


You say that you don’t know how to be 
selfish. But oh, no, oh! It’s so not selfish to 
want to be your own person. | can’t stress 
it enough. It’s not selfish to want to live for 
yourself, or to want breathing room enough 
from your family so that you can make mess- 
es and bea teenager and test things out and 
like whatever it is that you like at any given 
moment. I’m not sure where the voice tell- 
ing you otherwise came from - the one that 
says you have something to be ashamed of, 
or to feel guilty about, if you loosen your at- 
tentiveness to what your family might think 
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- but it sounds like by now that voice lives 
somewhere deep inside you. So start talking 
back to it. Develop another voice with which 
you answer it - this one indignant on your 
own behalf. A little sharp. A little brassy. “I 
get to be my own person!” Like that kid on 
the playground telling everyone it’s a free 
country. He had a point. You might use an 
indignant voice out loud, too, from time to 
time - say, when your brothers grouse that 
they don’t want to watch whatever it is. “Well 
sorry, but | like it. Deal with it.’ Or hell, culti- 
vate some secret pleasures. You don’t have 
to tell them everything. 


It’s interesting that | can’t really tell from your 
letter what role your family actually plays in 
this. Perhaps you get a lot of resistance when 
you try to do your own thing, and they make 
the possibility of displeasing them very real 
and present to you. | hope that’s not the 
case. But if it is, it may be that you'll just have 
to disappoint them on the way to becoming 
the version of yourself that feels most vital 
and exciting to you. It will be worth it, even if 
it also causes pain. It will be worth it to have 
real relationships with them. Because if you 
stick to the version of you that you think they 
expect, it won't really be You that they know. 
(I'm talking mostly about your parents here. 
Your brothers have their own growing up to 
do. | say this as someone with two younger 
brothers myself: god bless ‘em, but younger 
brothers don’t know anything about any- 
thing). If, on the other hand, this fear about 
what they'll think comes more from within 
than without - if it’s more you than them — 
that’s worth thinking about in its own right. 
What purpose might your worry serve? | 
wonder if it might not be a placeholder for 
other anxieties about what would happen if 
you were to “let go.” Loosening your inhibi- 
tions can be frightening for any number of 
reasons. But it sounds like you're ready to 
risk it. I'm glad for that. Good luck! Have fun! 
| believe in you. 


xxHannah 


All Untagged Content Anticopyright 2010 - 2015 Secret Family Publications - You've got a secret admirer. 


free the (Phoal elp hogy free 


Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


Holding Hands 
Foxx- 


We walked beyond the gleaming teeth, 
along a steamy tongue. On beyond the 
wide wet throat, to darkness and to dung. 


The great gray beast has swallowed us, 
February yawns. Dusk and gloaming end- 
lessly, without a hint of dawn. 


So in the bottom of your beast, as sleep 
begins to weigh, remember, though you 
see no light, there will be other days. 


March will turn to April and the summer 
will ensue. Misty nights and cloying gray 
will yield to deepest blue. 


February is the month in which we hold 
the wake, for everything that died last 
year, the toll that time must take. 


So swallow sadness in its course and 
mourn as mourn you must. But please 
don't tarry here too long, where all is 
slush and dust. 


Pass through the beast and learn these 
lessons taught by ghosts and smoke, just 
hold your breath, and hold it firm, to in- 
hale is to choke. 


Clutch this square of summer sky and 

know you have a friend, all struggles are 

admired and all torments one day end. 
Best. 


So how's tricks? As you can tell from my 
little greeting card, February is a time 
of darkness and introspection in the 
Foxx’s den. My head is a hive of gin bees. 
I'm sitting upstairs at the Bottle Bar on 
Frankford. I’m scowling at the screen, 
embarrassed by how bad | am at this. My 
peregrinations have taken me far and 
wide, and one thing | can say without 
remorse and without ego is that you can 
never escape your shadow, and you can 
never be anyone but yourself. | am Lyra. | 
drink myself awake. | ama writer andl am 
very deep. | have come running back to 
you not because | am better, but because 
| am scared of the world and this is all | 
know how to do anymore. | have found 
one golden nugget of the great cosmic 
cache that | can share here, and that is 
this: you do yourself no favor by ignoring 
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or repressing your shitty parts. This is your 
assignment, Philadelphia. Take a moment 
this week to probe the basal depths of 
your spirit. Find the shitty parts and invite 
them to tea. Look directly into your lay- 
ers of discrimination, racism, sexism, hate, 
deceit, and try to understand them—try 
to understand what influence they hold 
on the physics of your inner nebula. Be- 
hind every negative impulse is a motive 
inspired by a need. What is that need? 
Can it be solved in a healthy way? 


Bike Wreck 
Otter+ 


A bicycle Accident. A flashing, sunlit steel. 
Darkness for a fluttering moment. Adam 
wakes on a bed in a hospital. He aches 
and his eyes are blurred. It’s dark out- 
side. He’s super positioned in the dregs 
of dreamy sleep that still cling, a fading 
flag, a meadow. Where am |? A comput- 
er monitor in the room. He watches the 
monitor but his eyes can’t decipher what 
he sees. Four screens, each a different 
strangeness. A tree ona hill, sad and wait- 
ing, its branches made of veins. His veins. 
A slow man swaying amidst flames. Slow 
wavering heat rhythm. He's in hell. And 
a bookshelf. And an empty hall. The four 
screens flicker in and out. Where is he? 
Almost dead. His ideas come back one at 
a time. He's ragged. His ideas come back 
like furtive animals. They speak to him. 
“We were so worried. We didn’t know 
where we'd go if you died.’ And he thinks 
about this. “My ideas,” he says inside “I’ve 
always felt you were so much larger than 
|. Great immortal icebergs floating in the 
collective unconscious.” And he wonders 
about his ideas. Where did they come 
from? Are they his friends? His children? 
His ancestors? Crumpled notebook pag- 
es in his wastepaper basket skull? “We're 
yours and yours alone. And we come to 
you now to remind you.’ His lungs bellow, 
his blood sloshes, his eyes clear. “Remind 
me of what?” They gather like tiny points 
of light. A mouth. “That you don't have in- 
surance. Run.” 


He fumbles upright. Clothes by the door. 
His limbs work. The hospital is quiet. He 
squints at the screens. A tree of veins. A 
flaming man. A bookshelf. And he sees 
himself in the last screen, running down 
the empty hallway. He runs. 
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tattooedmomphillLy.com 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 


603 203 4766 
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SALES COERVIGE 


606 S 9th St 
Tues-Thurs, Fri & Sat : 10-5 
Closed Sun & Mon 


Winter tune up - $60 


215 627-3370 bikeville.com 


Weds : 1-9 
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LOST CAT 


Lisa was lost from 4700 block of Hazel Ave in 
West Philly on Thursday (1/15). She's a small 
(6.5 Ib) longhair grey w/ white paws, belly chest 
and muzzle. No collar or tags or microchip. Very 
friendly. 

Call Dana at 610-405-1293 - REWARD 
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WTEF?° é Wacky é Facts! 

e ¥ Humans are biologi- 
cally capable of echolocation. ¥ In 
1960, the only doctor stationed 
at an Antarctic research center re- 
moved his own appendix and sur- 
vived. It took about 100 minutes. ¥ 
In 2006, the FBI planted an agent 
at a mosque in Southern California 
to try and find potentially violent 
radicals. Members of the mosque 
reported him to the FBI as a poten- 
tially violent radical. ¥ The NYPD is 
better funded than all of North Ko- 
rea's armed forces. ¥ Crystal meth 


was invented in WW2 era Japan to 
energize factory workers, and later, 
after it was better understood and 
tested, for Kamikaze pilots. ¥ In 
bathrooms with multiple stalls, the 
stall by the door usually has the least 
bacteria on the seat and the most 
toilet paper. ¥ In a pinch, honey is 
a great antibacterial agent. Bind- 
ing honey in a wound will lessen 
the threat of infection. ¥ Mustaches 
worsen allergies by keeping a store 
of particulates right by your nose. ¥ 


Overheard m Phila 


On a train 


on phone- (Garbled by food in mouth) Can't you hear me chewing in your 
ear? | said CANT YOU HEAR ME CHEWING IN YOUR EAR? I'm eating 
right now! (pause) | had a whopper AND a bacon cheeseburger. 


And a diet coke. 


2&Market 
(gal walks up and hails a cab) 


guy on phone: HEY! You can't do that. There's a line! 
gal: (looks around confused) Fuck you! 
guy on phone: Don't cuss at me!..... I'll fuck you in your fat ass! 


Bike Shop 
child: can | borrow a knife? 


mechanic: its got a fresh blade. be careful and don't cut yourself. 


5 minutes later... 
mechanic: did you cut yourself? 
child: no 


mechanic: do you need a band-aid? 


child: yes 


Chapterhouse Cafe 


person- You know what | just HATE about my life? That | don't know what 


to do with it. 


Atlantis 


gal- If | have another drink there's no way I'm going to get anything done 


tonight. 


guy- In Christ, ALL THINGS are possible! 
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clown 
1. Domesticated 
2. Not kept by Cain 
3. Arid 
4. Powder 
5. Ipecac 
6. Intentional, destructive burning 
7. Blessing 
8. Decorative case 
9. Male hawk 
10. Allocates 
11. Ganual 
12. Sea eagles 
13. Clothe 
21. Smells sweet by any name 
25. Deep, roughly-hewn cut 
26. Intimate love 
27. Bronx cheer 
28. True love is this 
29. Inseminate 
30. Belch 
31. Bounded by 6 squares 
34. Fashionable 
36. Fancy fast walking 
37. Feudal worker 
38. Oracle 
40. German mister 
45. Lacking life 
48. Shoelace portal 
50. One of the kingdoms of life 
51. Lift 
52. Milk gland holster 
53. Child of a sibling 
54. Adult female 
57. Mas 
58. Curse 
59. French Sudan 
60. Distinctive flair 
61. Title 
62. Stepped 


across 
1. Flavor 
6. Assist 
10. Passed through time 
14. Perpendicular to the keel 
15. Learned through repetition 
16. Happy feline breath 
17. Blackbird 
18. An example of 1 Across 
19. Coniferous 
20. Powered by circuitry 
22. Lyric poems 
23. Charged particle 
24. Exit 
26. Rights and wrongs 
30. Conspicuous success 
32. Mush or dining 
33. Beige or khaki colored 
35. Spots 
39. A little somethin’ somethin’ 
41. Around this, the wheel spins 
42. Equine pal 
43. Cubic meter 
44. On the rocks 
46. Not any 
47. Excited phallus 
49. The island of mysterious heads 
51. Desirous of sustenance 
54. Ashen 
55. Traded an eye for wisdom 
56. Avatar 
63. Notion 
64. Nutritious soil 
65. Cheek 
66. Religious offshoot 
67. Coastal raptor 
68. Bright in Texan memory 
69. Tall and woody 
70. Adolescent 
71. Traced 


1- What are Laurel. and Hardy's first names? 
2- North’and South Korea separated after this war. 
3- What symbol do you get from typing ‘shift’ 1 

4- What is the largest muscle in your body? 

5- Ag is the chemical’symbol for this element. 


Good Friends - Good Food - Good Times 
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on entire purchase with this coupon 
328 South St - TheBoylerRoom.com 
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Sex Boss Trading Card 


1 
I 
By giving you this coupon, | am giving 
you free reign to be the sex boss next 
time we do it. Tell me exactly what you 1 
i would like for the experience to be best. ! 
You can give it back when you want me_ ! 
to be the boss. 

I 

I 


Isn't this so much fun? 


